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The Young Achievers Program supports the tertiary study and career aspirations of 
senior secondary school students from disadvantaged backgrounds by engaging and 
mentoring them throughout their academic journey and beyond. 

Enabling bright futures
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The Young Achievers Program contributes to 
building a culture of university participation within 
selected secondary schools, and has a positive 
impact on the families and local communities of the 
students involved. 

An important goal of the program is to help students 
understand their civic responsibility in a learning 
environment. For this reason, Young Achievers are 
required to serve as role models and volunteers 
within their schools and communities.

Young Achievers are identified by their school 
principals as ATAR-eligible students with the 
potential to succeed at university. Since 2009, 1236  
Young Achievers have participated in the program. 
Ten cohorts of students have completed secondary 
school and almost 250 students are now working 
towards a university qualification. 

UQ values the achievements of Young Achievers and 
the contributions of volunteer mentors in the pursuit 
of their personal and professional success.



Welcome to our new students

In 2020, a group of 120 highly motivated Year 10 
students from 61 state secondary schools in Brisbane, 
Ipswich, Darling Downs, Capricorn, Wide Bay-Burnett, 
South West Queensland and other regions were 
selected to join the program. Of these students, 56 per 
cent were attending a school in a regional or remote 
area of Queensland,  52 per cent indicated they would 
be the first in their family to go to university, and  6 per 
cent identified as being of Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander descent.

In October, we formally welcomed the new Young 
Achievers and their families, and together celebrated 
the many achievements of our graduating Year 12 
students. These events, which were attended by school 
principals and guidance officers, were an opportunity 
to recognise the leadership potential and the many 
accomplishments of the Young Achievers.

University experience

Each year, Young Achievers attend a residential camp 
held at a UQ residential college on the St Lucia campus. 
These experiences present a wonderful opportunity 
for students to become familiar with the university 
environment, establish supportive social networks 
and learn more about the range of post-school study 
options that will best complement their future  
career ambitions.

Mentoring

Mentoring is critical to the success of the program. 
During the past 12 months, 44 passionate and highly 
enthusiastic UQ students – many of whom were past 
Young Achievers themselves – generously volunteered 
their time to serve as role models for the students in 
the program. These mentors are a valuable source of 
information, encouragement and friendship for younger 
students, staying in touch with them throughout their 
senior school years and helping them to stay on track 
to achieve their goals.

The Young Achievers Program offers a 
valuable support framework, designed 
to enable participants to reach their 
tertiary goals.

Raising the bar, 
changing the game

The program has attracted growing interest among 
UQ students, who recognise it as an opportunity to 
give back to the UQ community while enhancing their 
leadership, employability and communication skills.

Access and support

Young Achievers are eligible to receive five adjustment 
factors to help them secure a place in their preferred 
UQ program. As well, the students receive transition 
support to assist with making the move from high 
school to university. Financial assistance offered 
throughout the program helps to ease the financial 
stress on families. In their senior years of schooling, 
Young Achievers receive an annual bursary of $1000, 
and students who transition to UQ on completion of 
Year 12 receive an annual scholarship to the value of 
$7000 a year, for up to four years.

Jade Tetlow
Year 12 
Roma State High School

The UQ Young Achievers program is what I call 
a second family, from the supportive mentors 
who check up on me every month, to the 
hundred other UQ mentees who have been with 
me along this journey. As well as the support 
team behind the mentors who help organise the 
program and those who financially support the 
program, they have all been there to support 
me during my senior studies. Year 11 and Year 12 
can be difficult, and to have this support behind 
me to help me if I fall is a crucial asset.

Making a Difference (MAD) Challenges

The Making a Difference (MAD) Challenges that Young 
Achievers undertake as part of the program have 
significant impacts not only in their schools but also in 
their local communities.

The most inspired MAD Challenges for 2020 came 
from three Young Achievers whose positive impact 
benefitted students, parents and community 
members alike.

MAD Challenge at school 
Georgia Holmes,  
Ipswich State High School 
Georgia spent her MAD Challenge providing healthy 
and delicious snacks for children in hospital with cancer. 
Over a two-week period, she visited local businesses, 
gathering non-perishable items to put into food 
packs. She then coordinated with a local charity to 
distribute them. As some of the hospitalised children 
cannot attend school, Georgia saw this as a wonderful 
initiative to bring part of school to them. Both she and 
the patients were overjoyed that she chose this MAD 
Challenge because it provided the children with a sense 
of normality and gave her a sense of community pride.

MAD Challenge for the environment 
Shelton Engelbrecht,  
Springfield Central State High School 
One man’s trash is another man’s treasure. For 
Shelton’s MAD Challenge, he organised to help friends, 
family and the wider community to do a spring 
clean. He decided to collect old belongings that were 
no longer needed and organised them in the most 
appropriate way – from donating clothes to charity, 
to doing tip runs. Shelton said that this provided him 
with the opportunity to contribute to his community 
in a way that all can benefit from, and to promote 
environmentally friendly options for clearing clutter. 
Shelton learnt that even the smallest of contributions 
can make a big impact. Helping those unable to tidy up 
their yards or giving to the less fortunate can greatly 
help to improve quality of life.

MAD Challenge for the community 
Shakira Memorey,  
Bremer State High School  
Shakira volunteered to help supervise an NDIS client, as 
well as organising local activities and outings such as 
soccer, bowling, arcades and fishing trips. Through this 

Social and  
community impact

MAD Challenge, she was able to make a difference by 
helping people reconnect with their local community 
after the struggles of the pandemic. One of Shakira’s 
greatest experiences was watching her NDIS client 
reconnect with the community more with each outing. 
She also learnt that there is always a way.

Continuous mentoring

In 2020, the 11th cohort of student mentors included 
half who were previous program participants. This 
demonstrates that past students are continuing to give 
back to others by sharing their experiences and inspiring 
those still at school. Additionally, one UQ student who 
completed two years as a volunteer student mentor is 
now undertaking the role of senior mentor. This type of 
continued involvement demonstrates the positive impact 
the program has on the UQ students involved with 
mentoring Young Achievers.

Amber Hinz
Year 12 
Charleville State High School

Thank you to the Young Achievers Program 
for allowing me, and other high school 
students over the years, to pursue our dream 
course at university. This program has offered 
momentous amounts of opportunities 
through the camps on campus and the 
monthly phone calls from our mentors. As a 
result, the mentors have given me personal 
support to help me during my last two years 
of high school.  
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Shiloh Bursle
Young Achiever Program alumnus 
Currently studying a Bachelor of Mechanical 
Engineering (Honours) at Queensland 
University of Technology (QUT)

 
Without the Young Achievers Program and the 
amazing folks involved, I wouldn’t be pursuing 
my dream career today. Having completed two 
years at UQ helped me get the grades I needed 
to change courses and transfer to my dream 
degree at QUT. The emotional and academic 
support provided by the YAP staff, mentors 
and fellow students has been invaluable to my 
learning over the last four years.

The most important things I have learnt from 
my time in the YAP program are resilience 
and perseverance. This especially helped me 
during my first two years of university – moving 
away from family and home was difficult and  I 
received encouragement and reassurance from 
the YAP team, which helped me to get where I 
am today.

The YAP program has changed my attitude 
towards learning. When I left school, I was 
absolutely terrified of failure. Through my time 
in the YAP program, I have learned that failure 
is not something to be feared, but rather an 
opportunity to assess my weaknesses and how 
to overcome them.

Success at school

Valuable family support

Information evenings held throughout 2020 were 
greatly valued as an opportunity for families to seek 
more specific advice about university pathways, 
application processes, accommodation options and 
support services at UQ.

The popularity of UQ Open Day continued, with 
more than 300 people attending the online event 
in 2020. Open Day is the biggest annual event on 
UQ’s calendar and is often the first time many Young 
Achiever families have had an opportunity to visit a 
university campus, whether virtually or in person.

WRIT1999 – Effective Thinking and Writing

In 2020, the Young Achievers Program continued to 
offer a bursary to attend WRIT1999, a summer intensive 
course offered at UQ St Lucia to students commencing 
Year 12. The course aims to help students who 
demonstrate high academic achievement to improve 
their critical thinking and writing skills. Young Achievers 
were invited to participate from selected schools 
located close to the St Lucia campus, with 29 students 
taking up the opportunity.

The Young Achievers Program aims to 
support and inspire students during 
their senior years.

On-campus experiences

In January, 240 Young Achievers took part in the annual 
residential experience at the St Lucia campus. The 
students were highly motivated and eager to expand 
their knowledge, demonstrating a wholehearted 
commitment to the program. 

Creating community spirit

The Young Achievers enthusiastically embraced the 
community-service ethos of the program, volunteering 
their time to undertake an impressive list of ‘Making 
a Difference’ (MAD) Challenges. The students 
demonstrated a great sense of civic responsibility by 
supporting projects in important areas such as the 
environment, community and youth development, 
education, animal welfare, health, sport and the arts.
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Support during university

The Young Achievers Program continues to partner 
with UQ Student Services to help support students 
in their transition to university. Hosting catch-ups 
and events for Young Achievers at UQ ensures that 
students receive access to support programs and 
activities on offer through the University. 

Accommodation partners

In partnership with donors, UQ residential colleges  
and local student providers, the program has 
continued to support students to overcome some 
of the challenges involved in transitioning from high 
school to university. In 2020, 32 Young Achievers 
students needing to relocate benefitted from 
accommodation grants and scholarships. 

Continuing success at UQ

Tegan Frei
Young Achiever Program mentor and  
scholarship recipient 
Third-year Bachelor of Arts/ 
Education (Secondary) student

 
The UQ Young Achievers Program (YAP) has 
given me the invaluable opportunity to go to 
university – it would not have been possible 
without their support. 

YAP understands the obstacles that students 
from low socio-economic status backgrounds 
face, and provides them with a chance to 
pursue tertiary education. 

The YAP program recognised my potential 
and gave me the means to pursue my passion 
– education. I have always wanted to become 
a teacher and YAP is playing a crucial role in 
making that dream come true. I’m so grateful 
for the opportunity to study at a highly 
recognised institution. 

The YAP scholarship also assisted me with 
accommodation, making the transition to 
university much smoother. I was able to stay 
in student accommodation and have that 
immersive university experience. 

Since becoming a Young Achiever, I have  
learnt the importance of giving back. My 
mentors were extremely supportive – they 
helped me to prepare for university and made 
sure to answer all of my questions. 

As a result of the support that YAP has given 
me, I was fortunate enough to be selected as a 
mentor and am now volunteering for cohort 11. 
Giving back to a program that has given me so 
much is truly rewarding. 

So many aspects of my life are facilitated by 
this program and, since joining, I have realised 
that anything is possible. 

I love what YAP is doing for people like me. 

Bowness Family Foundation scholarships

Four Young Achievers, Kiara Knuckey (Mitchelton 
State High School), Emily Kosten (Bundaberg North 
State High School). Shaun Kelly (Warwick State 
High School) and Jessica Kelley (Ipswich State High 
School), were selected for the prestigious Bowness 
Family Foundation award based on their outstanding 
academic achievement, demonstrated service 
leadership and commitment to upholding the values of 
the program.

support

YAP benefits  
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Networking
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Success beyond university

graduates in 2020
41

Medicine

Philosophy

Psychology

Architecture

Physiotherapy

POSTGRADUATE  
PROGRAMS

that Young Achievers are studying at UQ:
TOP

Samuel Dickman
Currently working as a science teacher at  
St Laurence’s College, South Brisbane 
Bachelor of Science (Chemistry) /  
Bachelor of Education (Secondary) 
graduate (2020)

YAP has had such a positive influence on me. I 
have seen it touch the heart of many through 
its efforts to inspire and equip the students 
it supports. Whether you are from the bush 
like me, or metropolitan suburbs, the program 
empowers you to achieve your aspirations.

I have learnt many lessons which will certainly 
continue to guide me into the future. It has 
given me resilience in the face of hurdles in 
high school, university and beyond. This was 
invaluable for me when I was uncertain about 
my career and the path that I would choose, 
which was teaching – the profession which I 
now work in. 

I am so appreciative for having been a part of 
this program, as a student and mentor, and am 
most grateful to those who support its success.

Sarah Stewart-Koster
Currently working as a veterinary technician 
and veterinary nurse at Fernvale and Esk  
Bachelor of Veterinary Technology  
graduate (2020)

I know that I definitely wouldn’t be where I am 
now without the Young Achievers Program. 
This program not only was the start of many 
friendships, but also the start of my UQ journey. 
It also gave me experience with volunteering 
and community involvement. 

Since becoming a Young Achiever, I have learnt 
that going out of your comfort zone, taking that 
leap and trying something new is more than 
okay – you will be a bigger person for trying, 
rather than sitting back and wondering what 
could’ve been. 

UQ’s YAP definitely taught me the importance 
of trying new things, it increased my motivation 
to study, and overall made me a better person. 
My YAP family believed in me when I needed it  
most and taught me the world was at my 
fingertips, I just needed to focus on the important 
things and see that I was capable of anything.

average GPAcompleted first year
88%

Young Achievers Program students who 
commenced at UQ in  2020

4.9

students completed  
Year 12 in 2020112
applied to a  
tertiary institution108
accepted an offer from 
a tertiary institution104
accepted an offer  
to study at UQ74

YOUNG ACHIEVERS PROGRAM  
STUDENT ENROLMENTS BY FACULTY IN 2021

Celebrating success

annual scholarship for 
Young Achiever students 

at UQ

$7000

10 11

185

Engineering, 
Architecture 
and IT

13% Business, 
Economics 
and Law

6%

Humanities  
and Social 
Sciences

18%

Health and 
Behavioural Sciences 

36%

Science

27%
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Your support  
ensures success
Students are the driving force behind everything UQ 
does, and we are committed to providing them with 
the opportunities to pursue education and succeed.

We aim to continue to attract the best students – 
regardless of their background or ability to pay  
for education – and prepare them to become leaders  
who create change to advance our community.

Scholarships are a lifeline for these students, particularly 
as they navigate their first year of university in an 
unfamiliar city, often hours away from the place  
they call home.

Philanthropic support provides students with 
opportunities to learn and flourish, through  
work-integrated learning, undergraduate research 
and international study. 

Together, we can empower and support students  
to reach their potential.

Contact UQ Advancement for more information  
on how to support this life-changing work.

UQ Advancement 
The University of Queensland 
advancement@uq.edu.au 
+ 61 7 3346 3900
uq.edu.au/giving

CRICOS Provider 00025B

http://uq.edu.au/giving

